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University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health

ICTR-Shapiro Medical Student Research Fellowship 

2011 Program Announcement

Purpose:

The ICTR-Shapiro Medical Student Research Fellowship is designed to provide a one-year funded research experience for current medical students at the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health.  The Fellowship allows students to advance their research skills by working under the mentorship of a SMPH faculty member on a proposed project in any area of basic science, clinical, or translational research.  An integral component of the Fellowship is completion of six credits of academic course work toward a certificate in clinical and translational research.
Eligibility:

· Applicant must be a currently enrolled student who has completed year two or three at the UW School of Medicine and Public Health and is not on academic probation 
· Joint degree students (MD/PhD and MD/MPH) students are not eligible

· Preference will be given to applicants who are Wisconsin residents
· Students must make a commitment to conduct 12 months of continuous, full-time research with minimal interruptions
· Previous research experience is not required, but advantageous
· Applicants with a year of full-time research experience since entering medical school must show how further year long research would enhance their future careers

Area of Research:

The proposed fellowship project may be in any area of the basic, translational, clinical, health services, or applied biomedical sciences.  

Research Mentor and Research Plan:

Applicants are responsible for acquiring a research mentor who is a SMPH faculty member and will directly supervise the proposed work.  A mentor may not have more than two applicants in any one competition year.  An applicant may have a co-mentor if her or his research interests cross areas of expertise, or if the primary mentor is more junior and a senior co-mentor would strengthen the training experience in this circumstance. The roles of each mentor must be specified.

The mentor should have recent publications in the area of interest, experience in the research techniques to be used, external grant support, and the time and interest to mentor the applicant.  A support letter from the mentor(s) must be included with the application.

The research plan must be appropriate in scope for a one-year research training experience.  Students and mentors are expected to collaborate to develop the research plan.  Proposals should have a substantive and clearly stated research question or scientific hypothesis, and should be stated in the applicant’s words, without borrowing extensively from a mentor’s grant proposal text.  Refer to the application materials section for additional information on the format for the research plan.
Location of Research:

Research must be conducted under the mentorship of a faculty member at the statewide campuses of the UW School of Medicine and Public Health (Madison, Milwaukee, LaCrosse, and Marshfield).   

Research conducted at external sites will not be considered for this fellowship.

UW ICTR Certificate in Clinical and Translational Research:
Fellows are expected to enroll as University Special Students during the Fall and Spring semesters of their fellowship year and to register for a total of six credits of coursework that will fulfill requirements toward a Professional Certificate in Clinical and Type 1 or Type 2 Translational Research.  A list of course options to fulfill this requirement can be found at https://ictr.wisc.edu/CertificatePrograms.

After fellowship acceptance, a separate application must be completed for the certificate program and is subject to the approval of the UW ICTR Faculty Governance Committee.

Fellowship Term and Conditions:

The fellowship term may begin no earlier than June 1, 2011 and no later than September 1, 2011. The term of the fellowship is 12 consecutive months.  

Fellows must engage in full time research during the fellowship term.  Fellows may not undertake medical school course work or clerkships, with the exception of the six credits of coursework toward completion of a certificate in clinical and translational research required for the fellowship.

Fellows are expected to formally withdraw from medical school for the duration of the fellowship and to enroll as University Special students for completion of the certificate credits.
Stipend and Allowances:

Fellowship awardees will be appointed as Graduate Intern Trainees through their mentor’s department at an annual salary of $21,180.00.  Fellows will be eligible for employee health insurance benefits at their expense.  Vacation, holiday and sick leave benefits will be the same as those in effect for UW academic staff.
Fellows will be provided with an allowance of $2,250.00 to cover the cost of tuition for 6 credits under Special Student (undergraduate resident) status.
An allowance of $1,000.00 will be provided for conference travel for presentation of work during the fellowship year or for other presentation-related expenses.

Mentors are expected to contribute funding support of $15,000.00 for the student’s stipend and to provide research space and materials and supplies needed to conduct the research.  Matching funding support for the student stipend and allowances for tuition and conference expenses will be provided by the Shapiro Student Research Program and the UW Institute for Clinical and Translational Research.  Administration of the fellowship will be the responsibility of the SMPH Office of Academic Affairs.

Loan Deferment:

Students are responsible for contacting their loan servicers to complete paperwork to defer loans for their fellowship year.

Evaluation and Selection:
Applications will be reviewed and approved by faculty members of the SMPH Student Research Committee.  The Fellowship will be awarded on the basis of the applicant’s demonstrated scholarship and promise for a career as a research-trained physician, as evidenced by the personal statement and letters of support,  and on the basis of the quality of the research training that will be provided, as evidenced in the research plan and mentorship commitment.  The Committee will evaluate how the fellowship experience would further the applicant’s development in relation to the level of any previous research experience.  Reviews of the Committee are not made available to applicants or mentors.

Conditions of Appointment:

Fellowship appointments are contingent on the satisfactory completion of the academic year in which the fellowship application was made.  After an award has been made, a change of mentor or significant change in research plans must be approved by the Student Research Committee.  

Fellows are expected to conduct research in accordance with the highest scientific and ethical standards and in compliance with all applicable laws, regulations and policies regarding protection of human subjects, the appropriate care and use of animals, and laboratory safety.  
Application Deadline and Award Dates:

All application materials must be received by Tuesday, March 1, 2011.  Materials should be submitted to:

Dr. Herbert Chen, Chair, Students Research Committee

c/o Lynne Cleeland, Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs

Room 4119 Health Sciences Learning Center

Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their applications by March 31, 2011 and must notify the school by April 15, 2011 of their intent to accept or decline the award.
Application Materials:
Submit a paper copy of the following materials by March 1, 2011:

A. Completed Application Form (see below)

B. Project Proposal  (Word format, 11 point Ariel) written by the applicant and addressing the following:

a. Project Title

b. Research Plan Summary (1/2 single-spaced page) which includes the research question or hypothesis
c. Aims of proposed work (1 single-spaced page maximum)
d. Research Project Plan (5 single-spaced pages maximum) organized in the following suggested format:

- Background and significance

- Previous work done on same or related problems by other     investigators, by applicant’s faculty mentor, or by applicant

- Methods

- Expected outcomes

- Student and mentor roles on the project

- Plans for necessary training, including which courses will be taken to meet the 6 credit research certificate requirement
- Status of necessary regulatory approvals 

e.
Research Plan Citations (not to exceed two single-spaced pages)

C. Personal Statement (maximum 1 page) which describes the applicant’s motivation and how participation in this fellowship will advance his or her professional development
D. Student CV,  including Education, Demographic information, Research Experience, Professional Activities, Honors and Awards, and Publications (if any).

E. Letter of support from faculty mentor, or co-mentors if applicable, which includes an evaluation of the student, commitment of supervision, training and mentorship of student, and identifies the source of matching funding support of $15,000.  A brief curriculum vitae or NIH biosketch must be included.

F. Two letters of reference from persons (other than the mentors on this application or SMPH dean) who are familiar with the applicant’s talents, abilities and research experience, if any, and can comment on the applicant’s potential, especially as a physician-scientist.
G. Letter of support from the Dean of Students office which comments on the applicant’s potential for scholarly achievement and elaborates on his or her performance as a student.  In addition, the Dean may describe personal characteristics that would bear on the applicant’s potential for success in this circumstance.

H. Supplemental materials such as abstracts or papers authored by the applicant.

ICTR-Shapiro Medical Student Research Fellowship

2011 Application Form

Student Contact Information:

Student Name:      

ID:      
Phone:      

 FORMTEXT 


Email:      
Class:      

 FORMTEXT 


Faculty Mentor Contact Information:

Faculty Name:      
Title:      

Department:      

Email:      
Phone:      

 FORMTEXT 


Co-Faculty Mentor Contact Information, if applicable:

Co-Faculty Name:      
Title:      

Department:      

Email:      
Phone:      

 FORMTEXT 


Project Details:

Title:      

Site where research will be conducted:      

Have you or are you planning to apply for funding from another source?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No


If yes, please name the source and anticipated date of notification

Source:      
Notification Date:       FORMTEXT 


Date of Application:       FORMTEXT 

 
