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University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health

Research Honors Program
Program Contacts:  (Faculty) Herbert Chen, MD chen@surgery.wisc.edu
(Staff) Lynne Cleeland, lmcleela@wisc.edu
  Summary of Requirements and Outcomes for Honors in Research 

The MD degree with “Honors in Research” will be conferred upon those UW medical students who, in addition to completing the requirements for the MD degree, satisfactorily complete the following requirements prior to graduation:

Acceptance for the Research Honors Program and approval of a proposed research project by the Medical Student Research Committee.  

1) Completion of a minimum of 16 weeks of mentored research under the active direction of a UW faculty researcher (or other committee-approved research mentor) while enrolled in UW School of Medicine and Public Health.  This will normally include completion of a project through a UW, NIH, or other sponsored summer research program between years one and two, and research elective time in years three and four to total at least 16 weeks.  Research elective time in years three and four can be taken for up to 8 degree credits.  

A year-long research fellowship may substitute for this requirement upon review  by the Student Research Committee.

An honors research project can be in any areas of basic science, clinical, translational, health systems, global health or population health research. Research undertaken must be an independent effort of the student’s that is original and separate from the work of others who may be investigating the subject. 

3)
Demonstration of research competency through completion of the curriculum components. Students are expected to demonstrate their understanding and application of important research content areas through on-going interactions with mentors and research colleagues, oral and written presentations of their research, and their final research paper or thesis.  In addition, students are required to attend lectures, seminars or short courses which fulfill 
specific curricular content areas. 

4) Participation in other research- related activities such as seminars, journal clubs, grand rounds, and conferences relevant to the student’s area of research.

5) Submission of either a research thesis in scientific paper format or a published or “in press” peer-reviewed scientific paper with student as first author by March 1 of fourth year or midterm of the semester in which the student will complete graduation requirements.  

6) Presentation of research findings at one UWSMPH Student Research Forum is required. Oral or poster presentation at a regional or national conference is strongly encouraged.  Travel support is available from the Shapiro Program office.

7) Satisfactory evaluation by the research mentor reviewed by the Student Research Committee.

8) Acceptance of research thesis or scientific paper with final recommendation for honors designation by the Student Research Committee.

Acceptance Criteria and Application Process

Students may submit applications to the program during their second or third year of medical school  (or in the case of a year-long fellowship, upon its completion)    Criteria for acceptance include:

1) Good academic standing in the MD degree program with a minimum cumulative 
grade point average of 3.5.  Students enrolled in the Medical Scientist Training 
Program (MD/PhD) are not eligible for the program.

2) Identified UW faculty research mentor who commits to oversee the student’s 
research and functions in a mentorship capacity for the duration of the student’s 
medical education. 
3) Submission of student’s curriculum vitae and personal statement describing research 
interest and career motivation.

4) Letter of support for the application from the research mentor which describes 
the following:


a)
Nature of the student’s proposed research project and its relationship to ongoing studies, if any


b) 
Role of the student in the project


c)
Working relationship with the student, including a description and evaluation of any past work 
with the student; commitment to supervision and mentoring of student


d)
Mentor’s qualifications and available resources to accomplish proposed 
research by March 1 of the student’s graduation year.


e)  Verification that necessary human subjects, animal or biohazardous 
material approvals have been or will be obtained.  Indicate if student will need 
access to UWHC patient records to complete research.

5) Submission of a written research proposal, which contains the following:

a) Title of proposed project

b) Background and rationale for the proposed research, including relevant review of the literature

c) Clear statement of the research hypothesis or question

d) Specific aims of the study

e) Research design and methods to be used

f) Preliminary  results or description of progress, if any, during past research experience (e.g. summer)

g) Description of the research activities to be conducted by the student with timeline for completion. Plans must include at least four weeks of designated research elective time in years 3 and 4.

h) Plan for regular student-faculty mentor meetings.  

6) Completion of curricular requirements in seven content domains:  Study Design,    Sampling and Biostatistics, Research Bioethics, Human Subjects, Responsible Conduct of Research, Scientific Writing (Abstracts and Manuscripts), and Presentation Skills.

7) Review of application materials and final approval by the Student Research 
Committee. 
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University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health
Application for Research Honors Program 

Deadline: March 7, 2011 

Application below is available at http://www.med.wisc.edu/education/md/curriculum/year-1/student-research/211.   

Submission of application materials:  One hard copy of all application materials and one electronic copy in pdf format should be submitted to Lynne Cleeland, 4119 HSLC, lmcleela@wisc.edu. 

Questions about the program may be directed to Herbert Chen, MD, chen@surgery.wisc.edu or Lynne Cleeland, lmcleela@ wisc.edu, 265-6045.  Completed applications will be reviewed by the Student Research Committee within 6 weeks of the deadline date, and students notified of acceptance decisions thereafter.  

Date of Application:    ________________________      
Student Information:
Name (last name, first name, middle initial):  

Current year in school (circle):       2      3        Anticipated month and year of graduation:

 

Student ID number:


Email Address: 

Telephone : 


Faculty Mentor Information:
Faculty Mentor Name, Degree(s):


 

Title:  



Institution and Department:



Campus Address: 




Email Address: 


 

Project Information
Title of research project:  



Site where research project will be conducted:



Is project a continuation of a summer research project?


How many weeks (of the minimum 16 required) have been completed to date?  


Dates work completed: 




Honors Application Instructions
Please submit one hard copy and one electronic pdf file of the following materials in the order listed:

1. Above application form.  
2. Student's résumé.
3. Student’s personal statement (maximum 1 page) indicating interest in research area and career motivation.  

4. Letter of support for the application from the research mentor (written to Herbert Chen, MD, Chair, Student Research  Committee) which addresses the following:

a)
Nature of the student’s proposed research project and its relationship to ongoing studies, if any

b) 
Role of the student in the project

c)
Working relationship with the student (describe and evaluate any past work 
with the student, and indicate who will supervise the student in carrying out the 
research); commitment to supervision and mentoring of student

d)
Mentor’s qualifications and available resources to accomplish proposed 
research by March 1 of graduation year; please include CV or biosketch

e)  
Verification that necessary human subjects, animal or biohazardous 
material approvals have been or will be obtained.  Indicate if student will need 
access to UWHC patient records to complete research.


    (Mentor letter of support may be sent separately to Lynne Cleeland,lmcleela@wisc.edu)

5. Research proposal (not to exceed 6 pages, double-spaced), which contains the following:

a) Title of proposed project

b) Background and rationale for the proposed research, including relevant review of the literature

c) Clear statement of the research hypothesis or question

d) Specific aims of the study

e) Research design and methods to be used

f) Preliminary  results or description of progress, if any, during past research experience (e.g. summer)

g) Description of the research activities to be conducted by the student with timeline for completion. Plans must include at least four weeks of designated research elective time in years 3 and 4

h) Plan for regular student-faculty mentor meetings
Proposal should be written by the student, without copying of text from mentor’s grants or publications.
6. Copy of curricular requirements (below), indicating which requirements have been completed and plans for completing remaining requirements.  Students should list separately any conferences, seminars, grand rounds, or other presentations attended which have enhanced their research skills

6.
 Copies of any abstracts and/or publications authored or co-authored by the student 



 related to this project or area of investigation.

Please include the applicant’s name on each page submitted.
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health

Research Honors Program

Curricular Requirements 

Each student pursuing honors in research is required to master a fundamental understanding of the following content areas:  Study Design, Sampling and Biostatistics, Bioethics, Human Subjects, Responsible Conduct of Research, Scientific Writing, and Presentation Skills.

Completion of a minimum of one learning activity (typically a seminar) for each content area is required for the program.  Learning activities can be drawn from the following sources:


●
Short Course in Clinical Research offered each summer


●
Department of Surgery Summer Seminar Series


●
Department of Family Medicine Summer Student Research Assistantship Seminars 


●
On-line modules 


●
Scientific Writing Workshops (Fall and Spring)


●
UW Graduate School Seminar Series (Fall and Spring semesters)


●
Equivalent off-site seminar, conference, lecture or other activity related to a required content area, approved by program director.

Students are also encouraged to take advantage of learning opportunities in two elective (non required) content areas:  Career Development and Grant Writing.

Documentation of  Required Learning Activities
(Students should complete at least ONE learning activity from each content area; please specify what seminar or session you attended to fulfill this requirement.  It is not necessary to have completed all of these requirements at the time of your application to the program.)

Specify the seminar or other activity in which you participated to fulfill each learning activity: 


1.
Study Design 



Activity:













Date:






2.
Sampling and Biostatistics 



Activity:













Date:






3. 
Bioethics 



Activity:













Date:






4.
Human Subjects 


□ Human Subjects online module (may be required for research)


http://info.gradsch.wisc.edu/research/compliance/humansubjects/tutorial/   OR



Activity:













Date:





5.
Responsible Conduct of Research 


Required Reading:  “On Being a Scientist: Responsible Conduct in Research”,  


The National Academies Press, online at 
http://books.nap.edu/books/0309051967/html/index.html.


Date Completed:







Specify any other seminar or activity in which you participated to fulfill this 



requirement:



Activity:













Date:





6. 
Scientific Writing (one each from Abstract and Manuscript Writing) 


Abstract Writing Activity:












Date:







Manuscript Writing Activity:












Date:





7.
 Presentation Skills 



Activity:













Date:





Optional (Not Required) but encouraged Content Areas:
Career Development



Activity:













Date:






Grant Writing


Activity:













Date:





Please list separately any conferences, seminars, grand rounds, or other presentations attended which have enhanced your research skills.

