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Above: The class of 2017. Inset: PA Program Director Virginia Snyder, PhD, PA-C,  
applauds the new graduates.

The University of Wisconsin– 

Madison Physician Assistant  

(PA) Program celebrated its  

40th graduating class at  

Commencement on May 12, 2017.

Congratulations to the 45 new 

graduating students! We look  

forward to seeing all that you will accomplish in your careers. 

On, Wisconsin!

Our 40th Class  
Graduates!

COMMENCEMENT 2017
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COMMENCEMENT 2017

Preceptor of the Year: Quinn Holzheimer, DO

Q uinn Holzheimer, DO, an emer-
gency medicine physician for 
Madison Emergency Physi-

cians in Madison, Wisconsin, is the 
2017 Preceptor of the Year.

Dr. Holzheimer has enjoyed 
teaching since he was a resident. He 
aims to teach future PAs to treat “the 
patient, and not just the presenta-
tion” in the emergency department. 

“I want graduates to be confident 
in their clinical ability and in their 
decision-making skills,” he notes.  
“I want students to make decisions...
backed up by experience, evidence, 
and a solid thought process.”

Students describe Dr. Holzheimer 
as a phenomenal teacher who helps 
students understand their strengths 
as well as their weaknesses.

S am Lubner, MD, an assistant 
professor in the UW School of 
Medicine and Public Health 

(SMPH) Department of Medicine’s 
Division of Hematology/Oncology,  
is the PA Program’s 2017 Instructor  
of the Year.

Dr. Lubner lectures in the  
program’s pulmonary module.  
He teaches the clinical aspects of 
lung cancer, plus topics such as 
smoking prevention and cessation, 
palliative care and quality of life.

Students say that Dr. Lubner has 
a particularly engaging communica-
tion style that combines education, 
humor and compassion. It enables 
him to inspire students, give patients 
hope, and offer humor and energy to 
colleagues.

“He cares about every aspect of 
our education, including the nuances 
of what makes someone a good  
provider,” comments one student.  

“His teaching style forces  
students to think outside the box 
and consider patient management 
steps in the event that even the most 
thorough work up for an outwardly 
obvious-appearing disease process 
yields no answers,” says another. 
“My instincts have improved because 
of Dr. Holzheimer.”

Congratulations, Dr. Holzheimer!

“He had the right speed, tone, 
personality, and substance to make 
the material really stick,” notes one 
student. “He covered some heavy 
topics with grace and humility.” 

Instructor of the Year: Sam Lubner, MD

“He cares about every  
aspect of our education.”

“Dr. Lubner struck a chord 
with our class.”

2017 Preceptor of the Year  
Quinn Holzheimer, DO

2017 Instructor of the Year  
Sam Lubner, MD

“Dr. Lubner’s personality and 
approach struck a chord with our 
class,” notes another. “Students are 
fully invested in what he has to say 
and what he has to offer.”

Congratulations, Dr. Lubner!
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Congratulations, Student Award Winners!
These individuals received awards during their PA education for  
leadership, scholarship, service and commitment to the profession:

• Dr. Mildred H. Evans Scholarship Memorial Award:  
Julia Chickering 

• Norine Friell Service Award: Colton Skenandore
• Amy Hunter-Wilson, MD, Scholarship: Colton Skenandore 
• Fannie P. Lewis Scholarship: Heather Clark
• Vikki Lianne Moritsugu Memorial/Veterans Caucus  

Scholarship: Miranda Zuhlke
• PAEA Future Educator Fellowship: Brett Palmer
• Revered Peer Award: Mike Graf
• Paul S. Robinson Leadership Award: Miranda Zuhlke
• Andy Stolper Memorial Award: Casandra Giles
• Alice Thorngate Scholarship: Kyoko Miya Felland,  

Kayla Hagen and Jesse Hargrave Quinn
• Wisconsin Indian Education Association Scholarship:  

Colton Skenandore
• Wisconsin Rural Opportunities Foundation Award:  

Casandra Giles, Marissa Maguire and Cassy Schemberger

Mike Graf receives the 2017 Revered Peer 
award from clinical instructor Angela  
Vitcenda, MS, PA-C. Graf’s classmates  
recognized him for his leadership,  
professionalism, support and mentorship.

T he UW–Madison PA Program 
is proud to welcome Dipesh 
Navsaria, MPH, MSLIS, MD, as 

its new medical director. 
Before becoming a physician,  

Dr. Navsaria graduated from the 
George Washington University Phy-
sician Assistant Studies Program in 
1998 and practiced as a pediatric PA 
for three years.

Today, he’s an associate profes-
sor in the UW SMPH Department  
of Pediatrics and a general pediatri-
cian at Access Community Health 
Centers Joyce & Marshall Erdman 
Clinic in Madison.

Dr. Navsaria is a committed 
educator and public health advocate 
who began teaching in the PA Pro-
gram in 2007 and currently directs the 
SMPH’s MD–MPH program. With for-

Meet Dr. Dipesh Navsaria, Our New Medical Director

Dipesh Navsaria, MPH, MSLIS, MD, 
is the PA Program’s new medical 
director.

mal education in library science, he's 
also the founder and medical director 
of Reach Out and Read Wisconsin, a 
program in which clinicians prescribe 
books to children to promote lan-
guage and literacy development.

Dr. Navsaria is excited by the PA 
Program’s success and its “agile, 
collegial, dynamic atmosphere.”  
He has interests in developing stu-
dents’ advanced history-taking and 
patient-communication skills, but is 
working with faculty to identify how 
he can best serve the program. 

“I look forward to helping PAs 
further define their unique roles on 
the health care team, to advocate for 
their patients and themselves, and 
to work toward a better health care 
system for all,” he says.

Great to have you, Dr. Navsaria!
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Welcome, New Class!

Former PA Program 
Medical Director John 
Beasley, MD, received 
a 2017 SMPH Dean’s 
Teaching Award during 
Medical Education 
Day in May 2017. The 
peer-selected award  
honors outstanding 
student education 
contributions in SMPH 
programs.

Joel Hill, MPAS, 
PA-C, and Kevin 
Wyne, MPAS, MSc, 
PA-C, received a 2017 
Wisconsin Without 
Borders Award for 
their leadership of the 
PA Program’s annual 
service-learning trip to 
Belize. Each year, Hill, 
Wyne and students provide medical care at  
temporary clinics for rural and impoverished Belizians.

Beasley, Hill, Wyne Honored

Dr. Beasley with SMPH Dean 
Robert Golden, MD.

Joel Hill, MPAS, PA-C (left), 
and Kevin Wyne, MPAS, MSc, 
PA-C (right)

We’re so excited to welcome 52 

new students to the PA Program. 

These future PAs came to Madison 

in May for two days of orientation 

and our traditional photo session 

with Bucky Badger (above). 

Early in their first semester, students 

also volunteered at Middleton  

Outreach Ministry (right), where 

they assisted 20 elderly clients with 

indoor and outdoor chores.

Welcome to our family!
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40TH ANNIVERSARY

40 Years: A History

I n 1974, the Wisconsin Legislature  
mandated that UW–Madison educate a  
new type of health professional who could 

provide physician-supervised patient care, 
especially in medically underserved areas.

Three years later, the Physicians’ Assistants 
Program (as it was called)—a baccalaureate 
program in the UW–Madison School of Allied Health 
Professions —graduated its first class.

Today, the program is part of the SMPH, offers a 
master’s-level education, and has graduated over  
1165 PAs who provide primary and specialty care for  
Wisconsin and beyond. How far we’ve come!

Wisconsin legislature  
mandates creation of the  
UW–Madison PA Program

Standardized patients fulfill a 
vital role in teaching primary 

care clinical skills

New distance education track 
enables students to stay in 
their home communities

Transition from baccalaureate 
to Master of Physician Assistant 

Studies (MPAS) program

First graduating class is  
photographed in front of the 
original UW Medical School

Program joins the 
Department of Family 
Medicine at the SMPH

 Program moves to  
state-of-the-art Health  

Sciences Learning Center

wisPACT (Wisconsin Physician  
Assistant Community-based Track)  

created to train PAs for northern Wisconsin

Snapshots from a 1976  
UW–Madison School of Allied 

Health Professions bulletin and flier

1974 1977 1980 1990 2001 2004 2010 2014

When I was a student, many people didn’t know what a PA was!  
I’m thankful that the program educated students in communities 
throughout Wisconsin; this enabled us to provide care more broadly 
across the state and shape our profession. I think the variety and  
diversity of our students has been our greatest strength, and I continue 
to be pleased by how PAs now contribute to every medical discipline.

—Jerry Noack, PA, 1977 alum and PA Program director, 1994–2001

As I reflect on what makes me most proud of our program’s success 
and growth over the past 40 years, it is definitely the people! Our 
many contributors have helped us grow into an exceptional program 
where everyone is dedicated to our students’ success. Much has 
changed—I can’t imagine what the next 40 years will bring—but I 
know our graduates will be fully prepared to meet any challenge.

—Virginia Snyder, PhD, PA-C, current PA Program director
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40th ANNIVERSARY

Alumni Reflections

Don St. John (1977)
Since 1995, I’ve been at the Universi-
ty of Iowa Department of Psychiatry. 
I’m the co-developer of STEPPS 
group therapy for patients with  
borderline personality disorder, 
[which is] used in several countries. 

I’m also the former president of 
the Association of Physician Assis-
tants in Psychiatry, and the current 
director of a postgraduate fellowship 
in psychiatry for PAs.

Craig Roberts (1981)
I retired in 2016, after 33 years of 
practice at UW–Madison University 
Health Services.

Kim (Dalebroux)  
Shefchik (2002)
A group of us donated 
our time to staffing a 
free clinic and smoking 
cessation program with 
the National Guard. It 
was a fantastic oppor-
tunity for us all.

Jackie (Kazik) Cox (1985)
In July, I started a new position 
as the program director for the 
Physician Assistant Program at 
Concordia University. I still work 
clinically, part-time, at an onsite 
Family Medicine/Occupational 
Health clinic for Waukesha  
County, City and School District. 

I’ve also been adjunct faculty 
at UW–Madison and Concordia, 
helped create the PA Program 
at Carroll University and was 
recently recognized as a  
Distinguished Fellow by AAPA. 

Craig Quandt-Walle (2000)
I have been working in the 
Emergency Department at  
ThedaCare Medical Center– 
Appleton for the past 15 years. 

I wear a UW pin on my lab 
coat, and every day when I 
put it on I am reminded of the 
opportunities that were given to 
me and am motivated to give 
back to the community and 
state that took a chance on me.

Michael Bauman (1987)
I took my first job three 
days after graduation in 
cardiac surgery…and am 
now set to retire in Feb-
ruary 2018 after 31 years 
(30 at Marshfield Clinic)! 

I was fortunate to 
become a pioneer in en-
doscopic vein and radial 
artery harvesting (EVH) 
and worked closely with 
the surgeon and engi-
neers who developed the system used by most practices. 
I was also fortunate to be able to teach EVH to other PAs 
and surgeons in Canada, my home country.

Check out what some of our alumni remember from their time in the  
PA Program, and what they’ve accomplished in their careers!
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David Graf (2014)
[Student memories include]  
defeating Ling in ping-pong  
between classes, which was 
more often than not. Also,  
relishing the notion that at the 
end of a lecture, it was nearly a 
given that I would have a ques-
tion to ask, preventing everyone 
from getting up and leaving for a 
couple more minutes.

Michael Korbol (2009)
As a distant education student, I would pick up fellow 
PA students at Morey airfield in Middleton and drive 
them to campus. When they could, the two would fly 
one of their father’s planes down from the U.P., where 
they lived, for campus visits. What other PA students 
can say they fly to school?

Jamie Baumann  
Sondelski (2014)
I had been working at 
Aspirus in Wausau, 
Wisconsin, at the Family 
Walk-In and the Weston 
Clinic Walk-In. As of 
May 1, 2017, I transi-
tioned to Aspirus Family 
Health Specialists to help 
improve patient access 
within the patient’s home 
clinic and improve access 
to preventive care.

Erin Werner (2012)
[I remember] so many long hours at the 
Health Sciences Learning Center, to  
the point of being delirious and laughing  
until crying!

Jack Stangl (2015)
I just graduated from an 
emergency medicine PA
residency program in 
Philadelphia! I’ve since 
moved to Seattle to 
work in a great emer-
gency department while 
exploring the beautiful 
Pacific Northwest for the 
first time. Life is good!

Alex Hill (2014)
I work in a secure treatment facility in Mauston, Wisconsin, 
that focuses on the rehabilitation of violent sex offend-
ers. I do primary adult internal medicine with a significant 
psychiatric component. I am the only staff PA…and work 
hand in hand with a psychiatrist. I enjoy the work I get to 
do and the respect that comes with it.

Jessica (Linzmeyer) Szpak (2009)
I lead the multiple sclerosis (MS) clinic at SSM Health Dean 
Medical Group. I do many speaking engagements, [includ-
ing] the WIBA radio show Weekend Wellness with SSM 
Health. I’ve also organized a free MS patient education 
series at SSM Health. I’m currently becoming certified in 
culinary medicine through Tulane University. [Note: culinary 
medicine is the use of nutrition and culinary knowledge to 
help patients achieve and maintain optimal health.]

Jared Waterman (BS 2009; MPAS 2014)
I’ve been a family practice PA for seven years. I’m  
employed by Kaiser Permanente, and recently became 
APN/PA manager for regional advanced practice providers 
in the Colorado region. [I’m responsible for] professional 
development, project management to improve PA/NP care 
and scope of practices, efficiency, and clinical training.

The distance education class of 2018
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Did your address change? Have 
any big accomplishments? Got 
great memories from PA school? 

We’d love to hear from you and 
share your stories and photos in 
a future newsletter. 

Contact us at:  
www.fammed.wisc.edu/ 
pa-program/alumni/contact

Share your knowledge and  
help educate future PAs.

You’ll pay it forward and receive 
benefits of an UW–Madison 
appointment, including campus 
access and potential CME credit.

Learn more at:  
http://www.fammed.wisc.edu/
pa-program/preceptors/benefits/

Keep in touch with us in real time 
on social media.

You’ll find job opportunities,  
program news, student and 
alumni stories, and more.

Visit Facebook on your computer 
or mobile device and search for: 
UW–Madison Physician  
Assistant Program

to stay connected with the UW–Madison PA Program
THREE GREAT WAYS

Health Sciences Learning Center
750 Highland Avenue, Room 1278
Madison, WI 53705

Become a volunteer preceptor Join our Facebook groupShare an alumni reflection

1 2 3

http://www.fammed.wisc.edu/pa-program/alumni/contact
http://www.fammed.wisc.edu/pa-program/preceptors/benefits

