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Coalition members rally to boost 
Milwaukee’s immunization rates
Description: The Immunize Milwaukee Coalition was created as the next step to 
increasing childhood and adolescent immunization rates within the state’s largest city 
for both required and recommended vaccinations. This project assessed immunization 
barriers, resources and opportunities as a follow-up to the successful work of the 
Milwaukee School Immunization Task Force.To gather this information, 25 stakeholders 
from community, government and private-sector organizations were interviewed about 
immunization issues in the state’s largest city.

Relevance: After six years of work that increased Milwaukee’s school immunization 
compliance rate to 86 percent, the city’s task force agreed that a diverse coalition of 
community organizations was necessary to increase immunization rates among all people 
in the Milwaukee area. Much of the literature surrounding low immunization rates focuses 
on parental determinants. In early 2010, only 39 percent of children 24 months old in 
Milwaukee had completed their primary immunization series.

Results: Interviews with local stakeholders shed light on stakeholders’ perspectives 
about addressing barriers to increase immunization rates in Milwaukee. Perceived 
barriers ranged from missed opportunities in clinical settings to misconceptions about 
immunization on the community level. This information provided clear direction for the 
coalition in its beginning stages.

The top strategy identified by stakeholders for getting children immunized was meeting 
community members in their own neighborhoods (32 percent). Raising provider 
awareness and physician involvement, choosing respected community members to  
lead the effort and launching a community wide campaign were other frequently 
mentioned strategies. 

The project focused on increasing community awareness about the need for childhood 
immunization by increasing the number of organizations actively involved in the coalition. 
The coalition worked to increase compliance with school requirements, implemented new 
initiatives to boost immunization rates and, as a result, successfully increased childhood 
immunization rates for the primary series – from 39 percent in 2010 to 63 percent  
in 2013. 

With participation from a diverse group of community 
stakeholders, the Immunize Milwaukee Coalition 
implemented new strategies that have increased 
immunization rates. 
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